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itfi iri^nto ha sido poner <n Icplasa de- auMra Republica una mesa d« 
frucos, donde cada ano paeda llegar a entreteaerae atn dauo de barrea : 
digo sin dano del alma'ni del coerpo, porque los ejercicios honeatoa y agra- 
dables antes aprovecban qae danan. 8i, que no siempra se esta en I09 
tenpkw, no siempre se ocupan los orutorioe, no iitmpceae iisiBte a loft«e* 
gobies por calificados que sean : horas hay de recreackm, donde el afligido 
espiritu Ascanse : para este efecco se plantan las alamedas, se buscan las 
Aientes, se allanan las cuestas, y m. eultitto con ctttiosadad los jardinesr 

CxBTlKTKft. 



A PLEA/ &c 



It m known, pmbabfy, to every individual of this audience, that a muni* 
fkeni Beqnert was mafje, a few team since, tb the United States, by Mr. 
JiJCES Sxrrfffloir, of- London, for the purpose of founding, "at Wash- 
ington, under the name of the Smithsonian Institution^ an Eitahlish' 
nkent for ike increase and diffusion of- knowledge among tMn}^ This 
donation, anHrantinU to about half a iniHion of dollars, has been duly 
received, and ie now in possesskm of the United States, — awaiting ihe 
aation of the Government to carry into effect the magnanimous design of 
the Testator : and as every citizen of this Republic is intetested in tho 
appropriate use, and faithful management of the Bequest, I propose to 
invite your attention, for a lew . nH>metit8, to some remarks and sedges-. 

* The writer of this brief Addr^^ss, is glad to have been reminded, 
since its delivery^ that the very proposition whicb it advocates, was sub-. 
Btantially made, and forcibly urged, in the able Discourse of the Hon. 
J. R. PoursETT, late Sec'-y of War, before the Nittional Institution at 
Washington, at their first anniversary meeting. The fncl had entirely 
escaped his memory ; though he has now no doiibi that the Fuggestiun 
(which he has been revolving in his mind witI»out recollecting its origin,) 
was in truth derived from that source. Had the circumstance occuired 
10 the writer in season, he would have endeavored to fortify bis own fee* 
ble ** Plea,'* by availing himself of some jof the more comprehensive 
views, and powerful arguments, of the Honorable Secretary. As it is, he 
mocielir desires—'in parliamentary phrase— 16 be regarded as sec&nding 
(he motion, so appropriately made by that distinguished promoter of Sci- 
ence i^nd the liberal Arts, 
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tlons, which have occurred to me, in relation to the contemplated estab- 
lishment. The "increase and diffusion of knowledge/' I may observe, 
was the single and laudaU!e mative which gave origin to oar own hum« 
ble Institution, — and U tha object which alone prompts its efforts to be 
nn useful auxiliary to inquiring minds. Such is, 'also, the purpose of 
vaiious other kindred Associations, iu our land. Put such an object 
should not be left to the scanty means of local Societies, and public-spiri 
ited Individuals. It cl tims the fostering care of a Natloni and I trust 
it will i\o\ be deemed impertinent, or foreign to this ooossion, to prefient a 
few considerations on the most eligible mode of establish ing the Smithso* 
nian Institution, — and of so conducting it as to make it what the gen- 
erous Founder intended, — a National Benefaction, 

Various suggestions have been thrown out, as to the kind of lustitutioii 
which would be most appropriate for accompUshing the object of tke 
]Panqr ; Bat the paUlic mind does not seem to. be settled -npson any defi- 
nite pe^po^ition. Soma have rec^im'nended a Nattonal Seminary, in 
which the iisual branches of school learning should be taught gratis, or at 
a chesf rate : Oijiers. have proposed tjie erection of an Ol^servatory, fop 
celestial objerv4tioas,*-tby m?ans of which we might coittribute aur just 
quota of astronomical itifoimatloi^ to the great community of ciViliird ' 
nations ; &c. Koap of. tliese,, however, appears to me fully to embrace 
the object cqntempUted. Our country already abounds in Universities, 
Colleges, an J otjier high Sem^ii^iiefi, — many more, indeed, than are ade* 
qualely suppoited, — in which the vaiious biaochcs of tictence and Liter- 
ature are ably taught : and the establ'shment of an additional one, at 
Washington, would only be to buHd up a new rival, and thereby to aug- 
ment the. existiug riduodancy. It would probably weaken other similar 
insiilutions, — and tiicrefore. lend but littl#^ in fact, to the " increase and^ 
dtiruMon of fcnowlijdTe among men.*' Besides, it would necessarily be 
limited and partial in its opeatiohs; and consequently become a source of 
dii^satisfaciicn among thosa who were exduiiod. We see this objection 
oxeini^fi«id, every d^iy, in the envious and narrow-minded assaults upoa 
that noble Institution, the United States Military Academy. 

The establishment of a ^atioi;al Observatory wonld indeed be a com<« 



mew^yte and iMafol measar^. It m one of those lustitotione which ete^ 
na&ni, with an extetmWe nmritime commerce, ought to postess foi* it» 
own taite j and which is due, at a contribution to Scietcc, iVom every 
GoveitiBient that aspires to an equal rank with the rest of the civilised 
world. Bat, as the karnediate and palpahle beneSts of an Ohservatory 
innre mainly to the commercial and military Marine, it seems to come 
especially within the province, and to be the duty of Confess, to provide 
sueh an estaUiahment at the proper cost of the country. It appears to 
me to come diatiactly under tho tame constituttonid provision, for the pn> 
tection and regulation ^ Commerce, which authorizes the construction 
of Bbc^fo^ Breakwaters, and Ltg^ht Hooees : and this opinion has been 
aandtidnedby one of the most learned and eminent <tf our Btatettnen,-^ 
whoi ia -ntgiflg the erection of an astronomical Obeervalory, appliee 
to thaw inatituiimii the figurative but appropriate appeUation of ** Llgki 
Houses of the skie?. " Thie being tiie ease, all the duties prescril>eJ by 
the ooBfltitiition, and coming deariy. within the province of Congress, 
shoold be left to that body ta perform, in ita own good time, with the 
means- derived &om the pnhlie revenues ; — while the appropriation of a 
Bequest, like timt now under oonsideraition, should be made to some wor* 
thy national object, for which the rigid oonstruers of the Organic Law may 
dispute the competency of the Legislature to ptovide. It is well 
known, Uiat we ' have a clasa of Statesmen, so called, whose mind* 
are of so subtle and dispntatiotta a cast, that lio public meaeore, however 
valoable and deeirahje^ can receive their support, unlesa it be eicprcss!y< 
provided €or in the constttution ; and even then, they are elw«y4 reedy 
and prone to raise objections to any details of a Itberttl tendenejr. They 
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have been so thoroughly disciplined in the school of *^ strict con^truotion,'* 
— ^'aaid are so ^ profoundly skilled in analytic,^* -— that, like Sir Budlhrcif 
ihey can 



« distinguish and divide 



** A hair 'twixt south and southwest sic'e : " — ^ 

and no tSrect proposition can be started, for the generous purpose of im** 
proving oar moral and intellectual character, as a People, which doit not 
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enctiouiiter the most inveterate caviUing ; Hence it ia, that I am fyt em^ 
bracing the golden opportunity — which aow presents itself, divefted of all 
these metaphysical difficulties — to esUblish at the seat of the general 
gOTernment, an Institution for the *< increase and dilTusion '' of a kiiid of 
knowledge, which is of undoubted advantage, and should be freely com- . 
municated, to all men : -^ I mean a liberal and comprehensive klkowledg« 
of the material world -* a jnei conception of the prodnettonsof Nature, 
and a general acquaintance with the useful works of Art. It wiU soarce- 
iy be denied, that an adequate knowledge, of this descr^on, woald ben* 
efit eveiy man that lives. It would enable every one — no matter what 
may^ be bis particular vocation -^ heme to understand and appreciate his 
position, in this complicated scene of action, >^ better to comprehend the 
means at his disposal, for the promotion of his wdfare, — and raoreiover, 
to avail himself, on the easiest possible terms, of the akiU and axperienco 
which have been slowly and painfully acquired by others. 

In pursuance of this object, T would appropriate, in perpetnityj the in* 
come of the Smithsonian Bequest to the establishment and maititainance 
of an Institution, at the .city of Washington, —^e duty «id business of 
which should be, to procure from every region of the globe, as oppoit uni- 
ty otfiered, perfect Specimens of every production in iVa^ure,«->aBd intel- 
ligiblo Models of all Ike useful impiementfl, or appitttQs, contrived by 
ths ingenuity of Art / •*> which specimens, and models, should be ar* 
ranged and preserved expressly for the public instruction. I believe that 
such an Establishment •— properly conducted, and of ready aceess to aU 
who desired to profit by it, — would contribute more towarde «Aie in- 
crease and diffusion of knowledge among men,'* ihan any other Institution 
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which could be devised : and the means being thus provided by the free 
gift of a. generous stranger, I do not perceive' how any cmstitiditmtd 
phantom could be conjured up, to thwart the design, by the uiost tran- 
scendental *' Abstractionist '' that ever emanated from the " Ancient Do- 
aunion.** 

Being relieved from such obstacles, — which, though originating in the 
imfijpnatioo, are by no means imaginary^ '— as all will admi^ who 
li^ve had any expexienoe in national legislation, — our projposed Instita- 






tion would be enabled to oommence its career under the happiest auspi* 
ces. Beteg the eommon property of all, •^ presenting nothing but attrac- 
tions, and involving no sinister interests, —- it would conciliate the afiec- 
tioni, and speedily become the petted favorite, of the whole people. Un- 
like some of our HI»faTored and mischievous ^o//i/ca/ PetSf It would stir up 
no unseemly jealousies and strifes ; but would present a charming neutral 
ground, where aB generous spirits could meet in harmony and good 
hndior, and find a temporary refuge from the eternal bickerings of 
Pflwfy. 

What a gratifying spedade, to see an Institution, such as may now be 
establfabed,—- devoted t#the pure purposes of intellectual improvement-^ 
unitbig all heafts in its support — and impartially diffusing its benign in« 
flueaoOT throughout the length and breadth of this mighty Republic ! 
Andwby should we net have such an establishment! Nearly every 
Crowned Head, in the eivHi^ world, has taken care to found such noble 
Institutions^ — and to render them the delight of his subjects, and the 
ornaannts of his realm. Like the floral beauties which duster vpon 
the walls of some antiquated castle, they serve at once to disguise and 
decorate the uncouth structures which sustain them. Why, then, should 
not the classic pillars of our Republican Fabric be wreathed with the 
chaplets of Science, and festooned with the garla^s of Taste 1 Are the 
vaseak of every Despotism intitied to the gratifications to be derived from 
the mean8>of knowledge, and the congnegateil beauties of Nature 1 and 
are the free citizens of a Republic, alone, to be excluded from such ration* 
al enjoymenls t Must we all, and forever,— in this glorious field for hu- 
man improvement, — be tied down by '' strict construction," to the grovel* 
ling, sordid cares, of mere pecuniary concerns ; -• or, at most, be indulged 
with a periodical scramble for the *< spoils " of partisan victory 1 

la my hutftble opinion, those who are worthy the name ef Freemen -« 
irUclUeiwil Freemeti,-— should have some other, some loftier obfect-r; 
(by intervdk, at least — ) than the everlasting consideration of the merits 
and capabilities of th6 ** almighty DoUat " : and whUe I fully assent to 
(he maxim, that unceasing vigilance over the conduct of Ruleni» and po- 
Utical Leaders, is the condition on ^faich we holdout Liberties— I never. 
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tbelesa believe we may occasionally venture to relax the teuMon of party 
strife, and allow our minds a brief indulgence in the more amiable reefea- 
tions of Literature and Science. 

But I hold it as an unquestionable truths that a National lustitiHioii^ 
such as has been sugg^ested, would possess the two-(i>ld. merit, of promo- 
ting intellectual advancement, and ministering to the improvement of oar 
physical condition. Its location has been judiciously fixed, by the Testar 
tor, at the seat of the General Government, — the attractive centre of atjt 
our national concerns — • and enjoying a happy medium, in reference to 
climate and geographical position. Let there, then, be efttablished, rt iSnf 
City of Washington, an ample Botanic Garden, adapted to the caUiva« 
tion of all the interesting and valuable species of the vegetable creation, — 
so that we may become practically acquainted with all the Plant» 
which are useful to man ; and ascertain how many, and which of th«mr 
are worthy and susceptible of being introduced into the culture of the va« 
rious districts of our Union. The importance of this to AgricuUure — > 
the great and deservedly prominent interest of our country — must b« 
obvious, on the bare suggestion.- It would moreover insure success, and 
give an abiding interest, to the noble project, now in agitation, of forming 
a National Society/ for the promotion of Agriculture. It would afibrd 
the ready means for judi<yus experiments in vegetable culture ; aud aid 
in sifting all useful facts from the chaffy mass of kite theory, prejuduTS, 
and delusion. In short, it may be made the instrument for collecting the 
scattered rays of agricultural knowledge, as it were to a focus, — and 
thence directing them with a ccmcentrated light, and a genial warmth, to 
every department of that interesting practical Science. 

Within the boundaries of this National Garden, should be an appro* 
priate receptacle, or Museum ^ for the preservation, and systematic arrange- 
m^t, of all Specimens in Natural History, — illustrating as well the Ge- 
ologicd fijtructure of our Planet, as the character of the materials which 
form Its crust, and of the organised beings which inhabit its surface. 

It should be made the duty — as I am sure It would be the pleasure and 
the pride — of every officer in the Naval and Military service, to embrace 
I^U oppi^rtunilies for adding to the riches of this jKTational Treasury of 



knowledge. The revenoet from these Boarces would soon exceed any ei- 
tiinate which eoutJ now be made, — while the cost of coUeclion would 
be ekojether nominal : and although, as Politicians^ we may quarrel and 
confeiid about ^ FlseaKiies,^* and ** Sub-Treaaur-es** ^ I ana ci^nfiJent 
.that, a« bveraof Nature an J Irue National Glory, u e should coulially unite. 
in making evety officer, and (lublis a^:;ent, a S^b-Treasur^r fjr the gcaer- 
oiia purposes of tbia ItiMtitution. The co! lections already made and fjr« 
warded to Waahingtm, by the glorious Kxpcdition now exploring the 
Southern Hemisphere, will form an appropriate nu< Icus, or f miidi4tioit 
for the establiahmtint ; — and the expected aJditioiis, from the same eource> 
will no dmibt greaily enhance iti Talue. With these rich ma'.eriuU — 
tlie fru ts of a.i enterprise which will reflect honor upon our Government 
to the latent generation^ <— we may safely commence the Tastitution be- 
queathed to Ud, «' for the increase and ditfusiou of knowledge among 



mail/' 



To tha means thus briefly indicated, for promoting a knowledge of iliose 
Natural Productwtia which have been placed at cur c'ispof^al by a be- 
nadveui Creator, I woold have annexed — as alreadv mentioned — a De- 
partmsut for the colbciion and exhibition of all the useful implements and 
machiMttry^ which have been contrived by Art^ for aiding the operations, 
and improving the condition, of the human race : and this desirable ap- 
peadagit-— as every aae •knows—* is, tn a great extent, already prepared to 
oof h<mJs, in the admirable e^abliahnMiit for the preservation of Nodeh^ 
w!)icU are reqjir^d U> bj deposited on t!ie is.^ue of Lttlers Patent for nrw 
iiiventioni. Tiiis Depaitmont might be conveniently, and n ost approprU 
ately, made a braiicJi of the proposed Institution. 

With these combined advantages,-* and the requis'te additions lrinq» 
supplied, ai» op[K)rtunity oflered, — we shculd soon po8sc:sj the means of 
acqiiring a com^reteut knowledge of a'l that exists in Ni.ture. or has been 
prjjijoj by Art I uii 1 thji I shiuld call a gCA.imi ** Gitau! shment for 
thj ia;;roide an 1 diJasion of knowledge among men.'' While our local 
Saruinarids would bo ajpiopricitely e gaged in impartins: Languages, 
Pules, and other instruments of mental culture, — laboring at the various 
mb<]ivi4on8, and branches of knowledge, *— here, at the common centre 



10 

«f the Republic, we shouU have the entire. Tree, in perenniel ytrCmHt^rf, 
accessible to all who might desire to participate in the pleasofes, and beiisi 
efitSy afforded by its flowers, and its fraits. E^ery terrestrial object, intent 
eating to^ n^an^ would here be submitted to the examination of bisaea*-. 
ses, and rendered intelligible to his understanding : and every citizen, 
whose taste or talents fitted him for the act^ulsition — instead of waadefo 
ing, at the peril of life and limb, in the pursuit, — would here.fiad the eU. 
ements of knowledge, drawn fron^ everj r^ion of the globe, and adapted 
to his use, in the very bosom of his native land. And this, let me add, 
is in my opinion, the true method for diffusing knowledge among men. 
Present the inducements — furnish the means — point out the way;— « 
and then leave the Student to gain the prize, by the efforts of his own taU 
ents and indi)st(-j. 

The ordinary practice of attempthig to force, indiscriminately, upon 
the minds of puf^il^ a determinate portion of School learnings is some- 
thing like the process of drencbiug a juvenile patient with the uapala- 
table prescriptions q( the Doctor. It may be beneficial,^ and sometimes in- 
dispensable: but the medicine is.9p( to be rejected, — and is almost inva* 
tiably recollected with loathing. Yet, when the sufferer his acquired « 
proper sense of his condition, and comprehends the necessity of the case, 
ho seeks a remedy with%agerness, and applies it without the slightest re- 
gard to any unpleasant coatiugencies.. Instead, then, of merdy adding to 
th^ number of Seminaries for tl^e indiscrinunate infliction, upon the young, 
of fsert^in pre^cribei^ doses of Learning,. — I would establish our Sinithsoa- 
ian Institution as a great National Warehoase of knowledge, where ey* 
ery one might find something suited to hii wants, — and to which he 
could freely resort, whenever, ho became conscious of his necessities. 

I would, however, provide one or more suitable persons, in the charac- 
ter of Curatorf^ who ehoold be competent to expound the principles of 
arrangement-^ to elucidate whatever might be obscure— -and, generally, 
to facilitate the researches of all who might require assistance. More ex- 
tensive, or direct means of instruction •* if found expedient— -conld at 
anj time be provided.. 

For the general direction and management of the Bstablishment,' there 
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is happily, also, on the spot, an organized body of the most respect^M 
character — well fitted, and np doubt cheerfully prepared, to dischaige that 
duty. A ** National institution for the promotion of J^ienee, " hat 
been recently established at Washington, which seems to be etprestlj 
adapted to such a trust The Members, and Officers, are of the most dls* 
Unguished residents of that City ; and, by the constitution, the SecceC*- 
ries of the War and Navy Departments are, ex offieiis^ Dibxgtobs of 
the Institution. There is, then,, an ample provision for keeplag the whoto 
concern duly under the inspection and control of the GoTerament: and 
being, in its nature, entirely unconnected with mere Party considera* 
tions, — it would doubtless become^ as it ought, an object of generous ri- 
valry with successive Administrations ; each striving in torn to excel ita 
predecessors, in promoting the prosperity, and extending the benefits, of 
the Establishment. 

I cannot permit myself to believe there would bi9 any dangeir of its eVei^ 
degenerating into an object of nwr^ paltrtizan d^pidity^— or being convert > 
ed into a political Lat/*, by any of that i^venous tribe who instinctively ^ 
lie in wait for the ofial of Government patronage* Such a deseeratiMi' 
would shock the national sense of decorum ; and would, be soatcely lewi^' 
repugnant to the habits of the strange ii^umbent, himself. Who ever 
heard of a professed ofiice-hunter ->• a regular Mow^r for ^arty fovom ^ 
. taking a» interest in the baauties of Creation, or co-operating io the pro* 
motion of Science 1 The idea, is preposterous. His natare would rcvolf' 
at such a position* The very atmosphere of the place would be iui^ted" 
to his respiration ; and every inftoeoce within its boundaries would com*' 
bine to expel him from the consecrated gproond. Or, if by some miracii« 
lous development, a taste for litferal pursuits should chiance to \ft awaken* 
ed in such an incuoi/bent, we should see a metam(orphosis as salu^aiy ta it 
would be rare ;— *and thns the Institution would still be safe. 

In every event, I believe it would prove a most valuable aoxiliary irt 

diffusing useful knowledge, — expanding the minds, hnmanixing the dis'^ 

positions, and refining the tastes of our People, — and consequently elevac 

ting the National Character to that high standard of civilixation, which 

becomes a great and enlightened Republic. 
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i hayethas, hastily and briefly, adverted to a few of the cotisiderationa 
which induce me to believe, that A Natio.val Muskudi a^d Botastic 
Gabdsk, built up and sustained by the Smithsonian BequesU and dedi-. 
eattd'tothe isstruetion of thj Amsrican People, would not cnly be a le- 
gitimate ohfect for the appropriation of thai fund, but would prac'ica){}f dd^ 
Huote towards the '< increase and diffusion of knowledge among men," 
ffaait any other lastltution which has yet been suggested. The benefits re- 
sulting from it vvsott!d be more numerous, more palpable, more accebsible— ^ 
and therefore more gensrally enjoyed by the nation at large — than those 
dC any other ^mgle establishment. If this be true, should we not unite, ai 
with one voice, in urging the accomplishment of so noble a design 1 And 
may we not indulge the hope thit our public Servants — who profess 
each eagernasa to gratify the wishes of their conilUuents — would prompt- 
ly respond to so reasonable a request ? To doubt their compliance with 
iUiSti a manifestation of the Sovereign Will, would be treason against the 
very Theory of our Govet^iment. I shall be guilty of no such political 
heriB^. I riiall anticij^ate no eueh contumacious neglect of Representa- 
tive duty ; Bttt will look forward with confidence to the day, when thii 
citixene of this Republic shall possess all the means, and enjoy all the ad- 
vantages of Intelteetual caliare, which have been hitherto monopolized by 
th-i subjects of Etiropeaii Monarchies. 

I»et us, then, never falter in our efforts, nor halt for an instant in our 
cgreer of improvement,' until our Temples of Science shall vie wiih the 
a^liiest of those beyond the Atlantic : A^d while the Frenchman justly 
Stories in the Jardin des Plantes, — while the Briton boasts, with rea- 
son, of the Royal Gardsn at Kew, — and even the Russian, in h's frozen 
clime, is warmed into admiration by the Imperial Conservatory of the 
C^irs, — let Amsr^cin Freemen, in their turn, be enabled to point, with 
pxtriiii^j jj.-M?., t) '\ yif.'f)yjL- l\i^.'t'j,*'o%^ of ni leiij bsa'jty an ! v::1l!&, 
at tiu) AIi;troi>jiia of. Ui<j*f u -vw liiivoijii lar.d. 



